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COMMUNICATING WITH KIDS’ WORLD 
 
GETTING THE MESSAGE 
Communication can be wired or wireless.  All early communication was 
wireless. If a caveman gestured or spoke, there were no wires.  Communication 
was face to face, in real time, in a real place.  The Communications Time Line 
shows how that has changed. Humans began to draw pictures to communicate. 
They began to write and to reproduce writing to send information long 
distances. They were limited by the distances they could travel on foot.  New 
inventions came. Transportation became faster, from foot to horseback, to 
train, to plane.  Postal services still live with the limitation of moving an actual 
object through space.  E-mail moves through space electronically.   
 
To communicate with a friend in Sydney, Australia by e-mail, the time 
consumed is within a minute.  To communicate with New York City, Boston, 
San Francisco, Paris, London, Dallas, Hong Kong, Quebec, or Mexico City 
electronically, the time consumed is nearly the same.  Compare these to the 
times promised by the United States Postal Service.  And consider that most of 
the mail delivered by the postal service is by air, the fastest way to deliver a real 
thing from one place to another.   
 
From Tulsa to: 
 
Sydney    7 to 10 days  London  7 to 10 days 
New York City  2 to 3 days  Dallas   2 days 
Boston   2 to 3 days  Hong Kong  7 to 10 days 
San Francisco  3 days   Quebec  7 to 10 days 
Paris   7 to 10 days   Mexico City   7 to 10 days 
  
ASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENT  How much time did the postal worker estimate it would 
take to get your letter from Tulsa to Paris?  Go to the unit on transportation.  
Find out how fast a car or truck can travel ______.  Find out how fast an 
airplane can travel _____.  Estimate the actual time it would take to go from 
Tulsa to Paris.  Use the following: Three miles from your address to the post 
office ____ (city driving, 30 mph).  Ten miles from the post office to the 
airport _______ minutes (60 mph).  4750 miles from the airport in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, USA to the airport in Paris, France, EU _______ (500 mph).  Ten 
miles (kilometers) from the airport in Paris to the post office _____ (60 mph, 
would really be kilometers per hour).  Two miles from the post office in Paris 
to the address _____ (30 mph).  Use a calculator to get the answers.  Help your 
students learn how to use a calculator to do these problems.   A kilometer is 
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less than a mile.  Talk about the metric system and kilometers.  Use miles for 
calculations.  The term mph means miles per hour.      
   
Telegraph  With telegraph, communication began to travel electronically. 
These early wires were often copper.  Silver was also an excellent way to send 
electronic messages, but expensive.  The copper wires carried a code that 
changed letters and numbers to electronic dots and dashes.  The first Atlantic 
cables carried only this code, Morse code.  Modern cables contain fiber optics.  
They carry pictures, print, and voices.   
 
Cable  Here is an example of the internal arrangement of a fiber optic cable: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
From Fiber Optic Communications by Joseph C. Palais. 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENT  Think of all the ways you can communicate with the 
children in your classroom.  List them _________________.  Communicate in 
the ways you have on the list.  (speaking, gesturing, writing, singing, etc.)   
 
ASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENT  Think of all the ways you can communicate with someone 
who is far away from you.  List them ___________________.  Communicate 
in the ways you have on the list.  (yodeling, smoke signaling, drumming, 
telephoning, mailing, E-mailing, faxing, etc.) 
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COMMUNICATIONS TIME LINE 
 

Dawn    Face to face, at the same time, in the same place 
Voice and gesture, continues to this minute 

 
30,000   Paintings of animals on cave walls, Avignon, France 

 

3000   Cuneiform writing, Mesopotamia 
 

2700   Papyrus, a kind of paper, in Egypt 
Covered with Hieroglyphs, a kind of writing 

 
1300   Alphabet, Mesopotamia, variations in use to this 
minute 

 
BCE 
vvvv 
CE 

 
1041   Movable type for Chinese ideograms 

 
1450   Movable metal type for printing alphabet, Johannes 
Gutenberg  

 
1775 Postal Service established by Continental Congress 

under the direction of Benjamin Franklin 
 

1844   Telegraph service using Morse Code, United States 
 

1858   Street letter boxes in American cities 
 

1866   Trans-Atlantic cable in use, followed by many others 
 

1860   Pony Express delivery between Missouri and 
California 

 
1876   Telephone, Alexander Graham Bell 

 
1877   Telephone exchange connecting users to each other 

 
1896      Wireless signals in Morse Code, Guglielmo Marconi 

 
1901   Wireless signals, sound of human voice, Reginald 

Fessenden 
 

1915   Films with stories 
 

1918   Airmail service 
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1923   Electronic television camera, Vladimir K. Sworykin 
  

 
1927   Film with synchronized sound, The Jazz Singer  

 
1934   Federal Communications Commission 

 
1945   Fully functioning electronic computers, England, WW II 

 
1969   Military computer network 

 
1975   Microcomputer introduced 

 
1985   Internet created by the National Science Foundation 

 
1991 World Wide Web, e-mail, fax, available through fiber-

optic networks and satellite transmissions 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENT  Report on any of the points on the time line.  Go to an 
encyclopedia, hard copy or online.  Include in the report: 
 

1. The date that the innovation occurred. 
2. The person or persons involved in development of the innovation. 
3. A simple description of the innovation. 
4. Why the innovation made it easier to communicate. 

 

ASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENTASSIGNMENT  Make a parallel time line that names an important political 
figure at each date on the Communications Time Line.   After 1775, match an 
American President to each date.  Go to the Book Facts about the Presidents, and 
discover: 
 

1. Who was the first president to campaign by telephone? 
2. Who was the first president to speak on the radio? 
3. Who was the first president to speak on television from the White 

House? 
 

 
VVVVOCABULARYOCABULARYOCABULARYOCABULARY    

 
antenna  �   device used to transmit or receive radio, television, microwave telephone, and 
radar signals   

bit  �   a small portion 



 

Kids� World International Curriculum � Tulsa Global Alliance 

 

browser �   a program used to look over the Internet 

cable  �  a bound or sheathed group of mutually insulated conductors 

copper �   a reddish-brown metal used in the first wired communication because it is an 
excellent conductor of electricity 

decoder  �  change from code into normal text 

DWDM   � Dense Wave Division Multiplexing, increasing the capacity of fiber by 
transmitting on more than one wavelength  

electromagnetic spectrum �  the entire range of radiation  

E-mail � electronic mail, messages sent and received electronically through 
telecommunication links 

encoder  �  to translate a character, routine, or program into machine language  

fax  �  facsimile, an exact copy transmitted by electronic means through telecommunication 
links 

fiber optics  �  very fine, flexible glass or plastic fibers that are used as conductors to 
transmit messages  

geostationary  orbit  �   an orbit of a satellite traveling from west to east at 22,300 miles 
altitude at a speed matching Earth�s rotation, making the satellite seem stationary, to be 
standing still  

gopher  �  an early Internet service started at the University of Michigan 

hypertext  �  information linked together in complex webs of associations so that 
information can be found on the Internet 

Internet  �  a matrix of networks that connects computers around the world 

kilobit  �   a unit of information equal to 1,024 bits  

kilobits per second  �  Kbps, data, information, transfer speed on a network measured 
by 1024 Kbps per second 

link  �  a communications channel or circuit 

link layer  �  one of the layers in the structure of a channel or circuit 

matrix  �  network of intersections between input and output leads in a computer, 
functioning as an encoder or decoder 

Morse code  � code in which letters and numbers are represented by sequences of dots 
and dashes or short and long signals 
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orbit   �  the path of one object around another in space 

particle  �  a very tiny portion or speck, sub atomic   

POP  �   point of presence, a point where a long distance telephone carrier connects to a 
local telephone exchange or to an individual user, or where Internet Service Providers 
exchange traffic and routes at the Link Layer  

radiant  �  give forth heat or light   

radiation  �  energy transmitted in the form of rays, waves, or particles 

radio �   wireless communication of audible signals encoded in electromagnetic waves 

ray �  a thin line or narrow beam of light or other radiant energy  

right-of-way  �  the right to pass over property that may be owned by others 

rotation  �  one complete turn of the earth on its axis, takes approximately 24 hours, a full 
day 

satellite  �  an antenna launched to orbit the earth in a fixed position and used for wireless 
communication  

snail mail  �  refers to mail services provided by the postal service because they are so 
slow compared to E-mail 

synchronize  �  operate in unison, for example sight and sound together 

telegraph  �  simple unmodulated electrical impulses sent directly from one place to 
another by wires, messages usually sent in the form of Morse code 

television  �  transmission and reception of visual images generally with accompanying 
sound 

telephone  �  an instrument that converts voice and other sounds into a form that can be 
transmitted to other instruments that receives and reconverts into voice and sound 

wave  �  time-amplitude (largest size)  profile of an electrical signal   

www  �  world wide web, system for navigating the Internet using hypertext links  

 

 

Kids’ World Language 
 

You can travel to Kids� World and use American English nearly everywhere.  
American English is an international language.  Say hello, OK, or blue jeans 
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and the farthest reaches of Kids� World will understand you.  It will enhance 
the visit to Kids� World if the traveler can say a few important words in the 
language of another country.  The important words you will see here are hello, 
good-bye, and thank you.  The ways to use these words and other Kids� World 
vocabularies will follow in the Kids� World Dictionary.   
 
An extremely useful source for Kids� World languages is Passport to the World: 
The 80 Key Words You Need to Communicate in 25 Languages written by Charles 
Berlitz and Published by G.P. Putnam�s and Sons in New York in 1991.  The 
80 word vocabularies are well chosen, as are the languages.   
 
The author went to other sources for languages not in Passport to the World.  
Words in Armenian came from a member of Tulsa�s Armenian-American 
community, Knarig Alajaji.  Words in Czech came from a member of Tulsa�s 
Czech-American community, John Pribram.  Phonetic spellings were checked 
in Contemporary Czech by Michael Heim.  Slovak words came from Beginning 
Slovak by Oscar E. Swan and Sylvia Galova-Lorinc.  Tagalog words came from 
Conversational Tagalog by Rufino Aljandro.   Phonetic spellings for Armenian, 
Czech, Slovak, and Tagalog are a best estimate.  Words from the languages of 
the Cherokee, Creek, and Osage Indians are included because Tulsa is sited 
where those nations met.  The Cherokee words came from Steven Erkie, an 
employee of the Cherokee Nation.  The language of the Creek Indians is 
Muscogee.  The Muscogee words came from Timmy Thompson, a cultural 
researcher for the Creek Nation.  Osage words came from Tixler�s Travels on the 
Osage Prairie and from A Dictionary of the Osage Language.  Shona words came 
from Mary Jane Nxirimazanga, a native of Zimbabwe.  For a serious traveler, 
an English/other language dictionary would be essential. 
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Kids’ World Dictionary 
 
The Kids� World Dictionary contains  
! The name of the language. 
! COUNTRIES that speak the language. 
! Hello � good day � good evening, good-bye, and thank you written in 

English. 
! Hello � good day � good evening, good-bye, and thank you written in 

the script of the language. 
! The phonetic spelling for each word. 

 
ARABICARABICARABICARABIC    
ISRAEL, LEBANON, SAUDI ARABIA 
Good day     al sa-lahm  

 A�a-LAY-koom 
Good evening    MA-sa� el KHAIR 
Good-bye     BE-kha-trahk 
Thank you     shook-RAHN 
ARMENIANARMENIANARMENIANARMENIAN    
ARMENIA, LEBANON, RUSSIA, TURKEY 
Good morning Pari louys  Par-ee loo-ees 
Good evening Pari irigoun  Par-ee ee-ree-GOON 
Good-bye  Menak pari  Meh-nahk par-ee 
Thank you  Shnorhagal yem Sh�nohr-hah-gahl yehm 
CHEROKEECHEROKEECHEROKEECHEROKEE    
NORTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA, NORTH CAROLINA, CHEROKEE NATIONS 
Hello      oh-si-yoh 
How are you?     Toh-hi-ju 
Let�s see each    dig-ha-da-goh-hv-I 
   other again. 
Thank you     wa-doh 
CHINESE, MANDARINCHINESE, MANDARINCHINESE, MANDARINCHINESE, MANDARIN    
PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA, CHINA 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA, TAIWAN 
Good day     nee how 
Good evening    wahn ahn 
Good-bye     dz�au j yen 
Thank you      ah�yeh-sh�yeh nee    
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CZECHCZECHCZECHCZECH    
CZECH REPUBLIC, SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
Good day  Dobry den  DAH-bree dehn 
Good evening Dobry vecer  DAH-bree ve-cher 
Good-bye  na shledanou nah SHLEH-dah-noh 
Thank you  Dekuji vam  YEH-koo-yee vahm 
DUTCHDUTCHDUTCHDUTCH    
NETHERLANDS 
Good day   Goeden dag  KHOO-den dakh 
Good evening Goeden avond KHOO-den AH-vunt 
Good-bye  Dag   dakh 
Thank you  Dekuji vam  YEH-koo-yee vahm 
ENGLISHENGLISHENGLISHENGLISH    
AUSTRALIA, CANADA, ENGLAND, GHANA, INDIA, IRELAND, ISRAEL, KENYA, 
PHILIPPINES, SCOTLAND, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Each of these English speaking countries has special ways of saying hello, 
good-bye, and thank you.  Match these to countries: Top of the morning � G�day � 
Howdy � Hi � So long � See you later alligator - Greetings 
FRENCHFRENCHFRENCHFRENCH    
FRANCE, SENEGAL 
Good day  Bonjour  bohn-ZHOOR 
Good evening Bon soir  bohn-swar 
Good-bye  Au revoir  o ruh-VWAHR 
Thank you  Merci   mehr-SEE 
GERMANGERMANGERMANGERMAN    
GERMANY 
Good day  Guten tag  GOOT�en tahk 
Good evening Guten abend  GOOT�en AH-bent  
Good-bye  Auf wiedersehen owf VEE-dair-zay�n 
Thank you  Danke schon  DAHN-keh shern 
GREEKGREEKGREEKGREEK    
GREECE 
Good day      ka-lee-MEH-ra 
Good evening    ka-lee-SPE-ra 
Good-bye     ah-DEE-oh 
Thank you     ef-ha-ree-STO 
HEBREWHEBREWHEBREWHEBREW    
ISRAEL 
Good day     sha-LOHM 
Good evening    eh-rev-Tov 
Good-bye     sha-LOHM 
Thank you     toh DAH 
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HINDIHINDIHINDIHINDI    
INDIA 
Good day     na-ma-STEH 
Good evening    na-ma-STEH 
Good-bye     Peer-meh-LEN-gay 
Thank you     Shoo-KREE-ya 
HUNGARIANHUNGARIANHUNGARIANHUNGARIAN    
HUNGARY 
Good day  Jó napot  yo NAW-POT 

Good evening Jó estét  yo ESH-tate 

Good-bye  Visont látásra VEE-sont-LA-tash-ra 

Thank you  Köszönöm  KUH-suh-num 
ITALIANITALIANITALIANITALIAN    
ITALY 
Good day   Buon giorno  bwohn JOR-no 
Good evening Buona sera  BWO-na SHE-ra 
Good-bye  Arrivederci  ah-ree-veh-DEHR-chee 
Thank you  Grazie   GRA-ts�yeh 
JAPANESEJAPANESEJAPANESEJAPANESE    
JAPAN 
Good day     ko-nee-chee-wa 
Good evening    kohn-ban-wa 
Good-bye     sa-yo-nar-ra 
Thank you     ah-ree-ga-toh 
KOREANKOREANKOREANKOREAN    
NORTH KOREA, SOUTH KOREA 
Good day     ahn-N�YAHNG-ha 

 SHIM-nee-ka 
Good evening  ahn-N�YAHNG-ha 

 SHIM-nee-ka 
Good-bye     ahn-n�yahng-hee 

ka-SHIP-shee-o 
Thank you     goh-map-SUM 

nee-da 
MUSCOGEANMUSCOGEANMUSCOGEANMUSCOGEAN    
NORTHEAST OKLAHOMA, CENTRAL OKLAHOMA   
CREEK NATION, ALSO CALLED THE MUSCOGEE NATION 
Hello   Hesci   his-jay 
See you again! Ce he ca hes  jih-hih-jah-hihs 
Thank you  Mvto   muh doh 
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OSAGEOSAGEOSAGEOSAGE    
NORTHEASTERN OKLAHOMA, OSAGE NATION 
Good day  oeh   oh-ayh 
Thanks  thahon   thah-hoh (nasal) 
PORTUGUESEPORTUGUESEPORTUGUESEPORTUGUESE    
BRAZIL, PORTUGAL 
Good day  Bom dia  bohn DEE-ah 
Good evening Boa noite  BOo-ah NOY-tee 
Good-bye  Adeus   ah-DEH-ooss 
Thank you  Obrigado  oh-bree-GA-doh 
   (male speaker) 
   brudgada  oh-bree-GA-da 
   (female speaker) 
RUSSIANRUSSIANRUSSIANRUSSIAN    
RUSSIA 
Good day      DOH-bree d�yen 
Good evening    DOH-bree v�yeh-cher 
Good-bye     da svee-DA-n�ya 
Thank you     spa-SEE-ba 
SHONASHONASHONASHONA    
ZIMBABWE 
How are you? Wakadi  wah kah dee 

 (speaking to an older person) 
 Makadi  mah kah dee 

(speaking to a younger person or to more than one person) 
Good-bye  Chisarai  chee sah rie 

(You stay.  I�m going.) 
Thank you  Ndatenda  n�dah tehn dah 

 (singular) 
 Tatenda  tah tehn dah 
 Mazvita  mah zhee tah 
 (singular and plural) 

SLOVAKSLOVAKSLOVAKSLOVAK    
SLOVAK REPUBLIC, CZECH REPUBLIC  
Good day  dobry den  DAH-bree dehn 
Good evening dobry vecer  DAH-bree ve-chehrr 
Good-bye  dovidenia  dah-vee-DAY-n�yah 
Thank you  dakujem  DAH-kuh-yehm 
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SPANISHSPANISHSPANISHSPANISH    
BOLIVIA, CUBA, GUATEMALA, MEXICO, NICARAGUA, PERU, VENEZUELA, 
PHILIPPINES 
Good day   Buenos días   BWEH-nohs DEE-yahs 
Good afternoon Buenas tardes  BWEH-nahs TAR-dehs 
Good evening Buenas noches  BWEH-nahs NO-chehs 
Good-bye  Adiós    ah-d�YOHSS 
Thank you  Gracias   GRA-s�yahs 
SWAHILISWAHILISWAHILISWAHILI    
KENYA 
Good day  Hujambo   hoo-JAHM-bo 
Good evening Habari za jioni  ha-BA-ree za jee-O-nee 
Good-bye  Kwaheri   kwa-HEH-ree 
Thank you  Asante   ah-SAHN-the 
TAGALOGTAGALOGTAGALOGTAGALOG    
PHILIPPINES 
Good day  Magandang araw po mah-hahn-dahng ah-rah poh 
Good evening Magandang gabi po  mah-hahn-dahng gah-bee poh 
Good-bye  Paalam   pah-ah-lahm 

 Adyos    ahd-yohs 
Thank you  Salamat   sah-lah-maht 
TURKITURKITURKITURKISHSHSHSH    
TURKEY, RUSSIA 
Good day  Gun aydin   gun-AL-dun 
Good evening Idi adşamlar   ee-YEE ahk-shahm-LAR 
Good-bye  Allaha ismarladik  ah-la-HA-us-mar-la-DUNK 
Thank you   Teşekkür ederim  the-shek-KUR   Eh-deh-RIM 
 
 
Using Words in the Kids’ World Dictionary 
Each student has completed a project about one Kids� World country.  Now 
the great day is near.  All the students are going to Kids� World.  Go to the 
dictionary.  Assign the memorization of hello, good-bye, and thank you in the 
language of each student�s Kids� World country.  Tell them that they each 
should:  
! Use the words as often as possible with their family and friends. 
! Go to their assigned Kids� World country and use the words with the 

people there.  
! Use the words as often as possible as they travel through Kids� World.  



 

Kids� World International Curriculum � Tulsa Global Alliance 

 

More Ideas for Language Lessons 
 
1. Find useful English words in each of these languages: French, German, 
Italian, and Spanish.  Dewey Decimal for dictionaries 443, 433, 453, 463. 
2. Use charcoal, paint, or colored pencil to reproduce the words for greeting, 
good-bye, and thank you in other written symbols.  Make the words look like 
art. 
3. Teach the students about the history lesson contained in each entry of a 
dictionary.  The history of words is called etymology.  Teach them how to read 
the etymology.  Assign a letter in the alphabet to each student.  Students will go 
to the dictionary to their assigned letters.  Each must find three words from the 
American Indians.  List the words and meanings and place on the bulletin 
board.  Caption it, �Words from the Americas.� 
4. Divide the class into three groups.  One group is to find words from Asia, 
another group words from Africa, and another words from Europe.  Give the 
students dictionaries.  When the groups have compiled a list of words, place 
them on the bulletin board.  Caption, �Words from Asia,� �Words from 
Africa,� �Words from Europe.�  
5. Write the words from around the world on small individual flags.  Place the 
flags on the place of origin. 
6. Find the list of international words in the book Passport to the World.  Find the 
language of origin of each word.   
7. Get language tapes from the public library.  The Tulsa City-County Library 
has Arabic, Cherokee, Chinese, Czech, Dutch, English, French, German, 
Greek, Hindi, Hungarian, Italian, Japanese, Kiowan, Korean, Russian, Spanish, 
Tagalog, Turkish, and Yiddish. Listen to the music of each language.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


